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"The Esthetic Ideal" by Fr. Roussel-Despierres 
is one of the noblest books published in France dur- 
ing the present century. It is an honor to the 
French Mind. It has made very little noise because 
it appeared ahead of the psychologic moment for 
the"-enunciation of its gospel. As it has not been 
translated into English and we think it of sufficient 
importance to lay before the world of art, we have 
secured the exclusive right of translation and pub- 
lication. We offer our readers the whole book in 
twelve parts — one in each issue during the year — 
and we feel confident that its philosophy will appeal 
strongly to the lovers of the Ideal and the Beautiful 
in America. We add the translation of a letter from 
the author. 

Paris, June 6, 1916 
To the Director of "The Art World," New York 

Sir : Nothing could be more agreeable to me than 
your offer to have my "Ideal Esth6tique" translated 
and published in "The Art World," a work which has 
already won me some very precious marks of sym- 
pathy in your great and glorious country. 

'So far as I am concerned, therefore, I grant you 
every authority you desire; but I am not alone in 
the matter, for it belongs to my publisher Mr. Alcan 
to establish the conditions as to translation. I have 
a lively hope that you will have no difficulty in 
making an arrangement with him. 

Cordially thanking you for your offer, as I do, I 
feel it right to tell you that, while I am greatly 
touched by the far too flattering appreciation you 
have made of my book (it is the one among my 
works which I prefer) I am deeply moved by the 
feeling of affection and admiration which you evince 
and show for my country. 

Once more does France reveal — ^to her own self as 
well as to the world — her unfailing idealism. In 
your long sojourns in Paris you have well understood 
that idealism ; the doctrine which I have attempted to 
formulate — and one that is you own — ^merely ex- 
presses the soul of my race. 

Our youths battle and die like heroes, because 
there is no life that is veritably beautiful save in a 
free country, because liberty is sovereignly beauti- 
ful, and because there is no finer death than to die 
for liberty. 

Esthetics through descent and atavism, we still 
owe to Washington's America the example, the taste 
and the pride of liberty. 

It is by this bond that our two races come to- 
gether for the days that are to be. No more mag- 
nificent hope exists for a French heart. There, Sir, 
is the thought, during this formidable time in which 



we live, that gives to your proposal a value which 
singularly surpasses any satisfaction it may offer 
to an author. 

Pray believe. Sir, in my highest feelings of grati- 
tude and sjrmpathy. 

(Signed) Fr. Roussel 

AUTHOR'S PREFACE 

The conscience of man, freed through the inevi- 
table decay of dogmas imposed from without, has be- 
come thenceforward independent. 

A thinking being, a moral being, the individual no 
longer submits to any supernatural control. He has 
acquired an autonomy clearly limited; within his 
own personal experience he seeks the principle which 
governs his opinions and in his individual will-for- 
the-good he seeks the law that governs his conduct. 

Personal autonomy, if it derives from the scatter- 
ing of traditional beliefs, justifies itself by the very 
constitution of the conscience; moreover, it furnishes 
the essential condition of a true morality. 

Delivered from all constraints, conscience has need 
of an ideal. We believe that beauty is that close- 
following ideal which is sought by restless humanity. 
We believe that it is the needed and unique truth, 
just as beauty is also the purest form of morality. 
Neither the conception, nor even perhaps the name 
of the Esthetic Ideal is a new thing. But without 
doubt there exists at present no constituted and 
systematic doctrine which places its center in a 
strict union of the principle of individual autonomy 
and the .SJsthetic Ideal. Yet upon such a union 
there might be founded a social philosophy, per- 
chance such a one which shall succeed to the proud 
and barren despotism of Science and Industry. 

I would like to sketch the general aspects of this 
possible philosophy in a few short volumes, using 
familiar language so as to be accessible to all minds. 
True enough, that the learned philosophy has its 
place in the schools; it is on the high levels that the 
river finds the clay wherewith it renders fruitful 
the plain. But high-strung minds are insurgent 
against mysteries; the philosopher of the day must 
address the crowd in his frank, clear tongue. 

In the midst of a society gone astray, hope is a 
mission and faith gives holiness to the apostle: the 
egotism of the speculator turns to treason. 

This little tome is only a modest fragment of a 
system of individualistic and aesthetic philosophy — 
a conclusion in an introduction — a simple sketch 
of the Esthetic Ideal delivered from discussions 
weighted with proofs and even, for reasons of clear- 
ness, separated from that principle of personal 
autonomy to which it is bound by unbreakable ties. 



